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INDIAN HILLS COMMUNITY CHURCH January 28, 2018

A warm welcome to each one 
this January morning.

Our Adversary
May we never forget that our 

adversary is cunning and knows 
how to show only what appeals 
and what brings immediate plea-
sure, without revealing the serious-
ness or consequences of sin.

At first glance, sin appears 
exciting and thrilling—but that is 
only a trap. What at first appears to 
be wonderful, results in a sense of 
emptiness, loneliness, disappoint-
ment, and fear of being discovered.

As Gil often reminds us, it is 
impossible to have an intimate re-
lationship with God when living in 
sin. God’s way is the best way and 
we must flee sin as if running for 
our very lives—which we are!

From the depths of His mercy, 
God forgives all who come to Him 
in faith, repenting of their sins. 
Genuine repentance is a change of 
mind, change of heart, and change 
of direction.

Jesus gave His life to pay the 
penalty for our sins; His resurrec-
tion from the grave is proof that 
God accepted the transaction.

By God’s grace, we are 

cleansed by the blood of Jesus, 
sanctified and set aside for godly 
living. What an awesome God we 
serve!
Two Things

My memory is nearly gone; 
but I remember two things: That I 
am a great sinner, and that Christ 
is a great Savior.—John Newton

The Word of God
The Bible is God’s Word. Our 

Lord wants us to know Him and 
to know His will for our lives, 
but that takes some effort on our 
part—it means we have to study 
His Word and commit ourselves to 
obeying His Word.

Great blessing is promised to 
those who live according to God’s 
Word. In 2 Timothy 3:16–17 we are 
told:

All Scripture is inspired by 
God and profitable for teach-
ing, for reproof, for correction, 
for training in righteousness; 
so that the man of God may be 
adequate, equipped for every 
good work.
Everything needed for the 

Christian walk is provided for in 
the Word of God. It equips us to 
do every good work that God has 
prepared for us.
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Walk in a Manner Worthy of the Gospel
Greg Thomas

Greg Thomas

The Apostle Paul not only 
urged believers in his letters to 

evaluate their own lives, but often 
did so with the reminder that he 
would be coming soon to do his 
own evaluation. No one desires 
their life to be unduly evaluated by 
others but we need to remember 
that the Lord scrutinizes each of 
us thoroughly. Read Psalm 139 
regularly, for it is a reminder that 
our sovereign Lord is never left in 
the dark about anything, even our 
thoughts.

When Paul wrote to the many 
churches in the New Testament, he 
repeatedly exhorted them to live 
in light of the newness of life that 
they now had by faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. In 2 Corinthians 5:17 
he told the church at Corinth: 

Therefore if anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new creature; 
old things have passed away; 

behold new things have come.
Paul reminded believers that 

the Holy Spirit was residing in 
them and then commanded them 
to “walk by the Spirit.” One’s 
“walk” points to the acts of a daily 
life which are to be guided by His 
Spirit. Paul discusses the “walk” 
of the believer in the following two 
verses:

Galatians 5:25: “If we live by 
the Spirit, let us also walk by 
the Spirit.”
Ephesians 4:1-2:
Therefore I, the prisoner of 
the Lord, implore you to walk 
in a manner worthy of the 
calling with which you have 
been called, with all humility 
and gentleness, with patience, 
showing tolerance for one 
another in love.
You get a sense here of Paul’s 

urgency as he implores the Ephe-
sian believers toward a godly life. 
Paul lays out the required manner 
of ministering to one another with 
a comparison to one’s calling by 
God. My walk must be worthy of 
His call to salvation. The neces-
sary humility, gentleness, patience, 
and tolerance for ministering to 
one another are possible only 
through His Spirit. 

Paul points out further in his 
letter to the Colossians that the 



Heartbeat • 5

motivation behind a worthy walk 
is to be pleasing to the Lord. He 
makes this point in Colossians 1:9-
10 where he says:

For this reason also, since the 
day we heard of it, we have 
not ceased to pray for you and 
to ask that you may be filled 
with the knowledge of His will 
in all spiritual wisdom and 
understanding, so that you will 
walk in a manner worthy of 
the Lord, to please Him in all 
respects.
As I focus on the heavy price 

that my Lord paid in taking my 
sins upon Himself and dwell on 
the love that He has shown me, 
my love for Him deepens and so 
does the obedience from my heart. 
I desire to please Him more and 
more for He demonstrated His love 
toward me, in that while I was yet 
a sinner, Christ died for me.

It is in consideration of this 
great sacrifice that Paul challenges 
the Philippian believers to live in 
a manner worthy of the marvelous 

salvation provided in the gospel.  
He makes this point in Philippians 
1:27:

Only conduct yourselves in a 
manner worthy of the gospel 
of Christ, so that whether I 
come and see you or remain 
absent, I will hear of you that 
you are standing firm in one 
spirit, with one mind striving 
together for the faith of the 
gospel.
What do others see in my life 

that reflects the most important 
characteristic about me, that I be-
long to the Lord Jesus Christ? Do 
others see me standing firm for the 
faith of the gospel? What will be 
the evaluation of our Lord? Is my 
life pleasing to Him? 

Our desire ought to be to walk 
in a manner worthy of the gospel 
of our precious Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.

Greg and his wife, Chris, have 
been married 32 years. They have 
three grown sons and four grand-
children.

Titus Tuesday Toy Swap . . .

. . . Where old toys find new homes
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Ladies Retreat
True Wisdom Found: The joyful 

mindset of fearing God

February 23 & 24
Lied Lodge in Nebraska City

Teachers: Nancy Butterfield,
Sheila Abresch, Deb Terry,

LaVon Sperling, Carrie Smith

If you would still like to attend 
but have not registered, there is 

probably room for you!
Brochures are available at the 

south information desk.
Please call Shelley Pratt (402-

486-1611) to make arrangements.
We encourage you to come and 
join our great group of women.

Jonathan Edwards
Beginning	October	11		

All	are	Welcome

Bible Resources 
for Everyone

The church website (www.ihcc.
org) has many resources for the 
Bible student. We currently have 
2,000-plus of Gil’s messages avail-
able as well as messages from other 
speakers and classes.

These messages can be listened 
to, watched, or downloaded at your 
convenience.

If you would like to get Bible 
teaching on your mobile device, 
download the Sound Words app 
to your iPhone or Android device. 
You will have access to a multitude 
of resources for your personal 
Bible study. 

It is our hope that these study 
materials will aid you in your 
study of the Scriptures and bring 
you to a closer understanding and 
walk with the Lord.
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Q: What caution should be 
exercised with archaeological 
claims?

Randall Price: Archaeology 
is a science, and like all sciences, 
has its limitations. For one, ar-
chaeological discoveries made in 
the past centuries have been reap-
praised and reinterpreted by more 
recent findings.

Some of the older positive 
claims, as well as most of the neg-
ative criticisms of the Bible, have 
changed, usually for the better.

For another, the actual amount 
of archaeological evidence is quite 
small. It has been estimated that 
less than 1% of archaeological 
sites in the Holy Land have been 
excavated, and those that have 
been excavated have only been 
partially excavated. Therefore, it 
would be unwise to reject some 
biblical persons and events simply 
because we lack archaeological 
evidence to confirm them.

On the other hand, the rela-
tively small amount of data we 
have gleaned from archaeology 
has proved to be confirmatory of 
the biblical account.

Randall Price is the featured 
speaker at the 2018 Men’s Seminar

Men’s Seminar Features Randall Price

Archaeology uncovers buried civiliza-
tions. Come to the Men’s Seminar and 
learn how digging up lost civilizations 
contributes to our understanding of the 
Bible, which was written long ago, by 
many different people, in many different 
cultures.

Men’s 
Seminar

February 16 & 17
Speaker: Randall Price

The Stones Cry Out: 
Archaeology and the Bible

Held at

Indian Hills Community Church

Stop by the table in the 
south lobby and register 

today. Registration 
continues through 

February 11.
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Prime Time Sunday School Class Is
Standing Firm
Ed Daly

We have changed our name! 
Our Adult Sunday School class has 
begun to reexamine our minis-
try—who we are and what we 
aspire to. Through a democratic 
process of election, we chose to 
adopt a new name: “Standing 
Firm.” The Apostle Paul exhorts 
the Corinthians to “be on the alert, 
stand firm in the faith” (1 Corin-
thians 16: 13), and the Ephesians 
“to stand firm against the schemes 
of the devil” (Ephesians 6:11). The 
name change is an affirmation of 
our conviction to stand firm in 
the faith against the devil’s relent-
less attacks and stand firm on the 
Word of God as the source of truth 
and wisdom for how we live our 
lives. Standing firm expresses our 
desire to live out those truths as 
God molds and shapes us into the 
image of His Son and our Savior, 
Jesus Christ. 

Change is never easy. We love 
our class and the name Prime Time 
became part of our identity, mak-
ing it hard to give it up. We are de-
lighted every time we hear others 
talked about how dynamic “those 
Prime Timers” are. Comments 
about how “those Prime Timers” 
are always on the go or hosting 
some event make us secretly swell 
with pride. Yet, we also recognize 
that the church is made up of a 

cross-section of believers. In the 
Bible, we find Jew and Gentile, 
rich and poor, slave and free man, 
young and old, coming together to 
learn Scriptures, worship together, 
and take communion together. Ga-
latians 3:28 says, “There is neither 
Jew nor Greek, there is neither 
slave nor free man, there is neither 
male nor female; for you are all 
one in Christ Jesus.” It is too easy 
to form a holy huddle with a group 
of familiar and comfortable faces, 
but this is not what Jesus Christ 
desires for His church. So, we have 
elected to shed our cherished name 
to invite others who may not be 
of the same age or background as 
us to join us on Sunday mornings 
during the Sunday School hour to 
encourage one another to stand 
firm in the faith. 

In the Book of Titus, we find 
Paul exhorting the older women 
to teach “what is good, so that 
they may encourage the young 
women to love their husbands, to 
love their children, to be sensible, 
pure, workers at home, kind, being 
subject to their own husbands, so 
that the word of God will not be 
dishonored” (2:3-4). Likewise, 
the older men are to encourage 
and train the young men through 
the example of their character. 
Being younger than most of the 
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Church Snow Plow Safety
Please don’t drive behind, around, or in front of the 
snow plow.
The snow plow driver may not see you.

Please don’t drive in areas that have not been plowed.
Packed snow turns into ice.

Please don’t park in areas that have not been plowed.
Please do park in areas that have been plowed.

Please don’t leave your car in the lot overnight.
Call 402-483-4541 if you must leave your car overnight. We will tell you 
where to park.

Please don’t call Kevin Wheat when he’s plowing.
Distractions make plowing more difficult and dangerous.

other members of the class, this is 
precisely what drew Anne and me 
to this Sunday School class in the 
first place. The new name struck 
me as particularly appropriate. As 
a group of mature believers who 
are standing firm and finishing 
well, they have been an example to 
us. They have seen a lot and been 
through a lot and know how to 
love and pray people through every 

type of circumstance we face in 
life. They have been there. 

If you are looking for an Adult 
Sunday School class, we encour-
age you to visit the Standing Firm 
class. Come and see how dynamic 
this group really is. Come and see 
what it is like to live, to love, to 
learn, and to grow together as we 
all strive to stand firm for the faith.

Snowstorm & Wind Damage
While Kevin Wheat was plow-

ing the parking lot last Monday, 
the wind (gusting 40 mph or 
more) ripped off the truck’s bed 
cover and slammed it into the rear 
window, breaking the glass into a 
thousand pieces.

Amazingly, Kevin didn’t get 
a scratch. However, his coat had 

many tiny pieces of glass embed-
ded it it.
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Family News
Birth. Abigail (Gabi) Ann was 
born to Duane and Laura Nelsen 
on January 22, 2018.
Hospitalized. Hudson Willet was 
a patient at St. Elizabeth.
Hospitalized. Pat Imler is a patient 
at the Hillcrest Firethorn Rehabili-
tation Center.
Hospitalized. Tom and Roni 
Sherwood’s daughter, Rhonda, 
is a patient at Nebraska Medical 
Center in Omaha. (Since she is in 
critical condition with fungal lung 
and blood infection, please do not 
send cards or flowers at this time. 
Prayers are appreciated.)

Children’s Studies
Children’s Sunday School. The 
children reviewed recent lessons.
Children’s Church. The children 
studied Exodus 20 and learned 
about God giving the Ten Com-
mandments. The lesson goal is to 
understand that God’s standard is 
perfect.

Information
2017 Giving Receipts. Your 
2017 donation receipt should ar-
rive by February 1. Please notify 
the church of any discrepancies 
or if you did not receive a giv-
ing receipt. To claim a charitable 
cash donation, the IRS requires 
that it be substantiated by either a 

cancelled check, or by a written re-
ceipt from the church. For donors 
who give $250 or more, a written 
acknowledgement from the church 
is required. 
Vacation Bible School 2018 will 
be held June 25–29. Mark your 
calendars and invite your cousins, 
friends, and neighbors.
Awana Cubbies needs one helper 
to work with children 3–5 years 
old.
Awana needs 40 margarine type/
size bowls with lids for a craft in 
Cubbies. We need them by March 
1. They can be dropped off at the 
second floor coordinator desk.
Choir meets on Wednesday at 7:00 
p.m. in the choir room. We would 
like to have more singers join us. 
We rehearse every Wednesday and 
sing every other Sunday through 
Easter, April 1.
Girls’ Choir meets on Wednesday 
at 5:00 p.m. and is open to all girls 
in grades 4-12.
Pickleball meets on Monday from 
6:45–9:00 p.m. in the Family Cen-
ter. Everyone is welcome. For more 
information, call Vince Ganshorn 
at 402-440-9640.
Hospitality Meeting. Greeters, 
Information Desk Volunteers, Ush-
ers, and Section Hosts will meet 
on Saturday, February 3, at 9:00 
a.m. to discuss ways to improve 
our ministry.
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Wednesday Night Study. Perry 
Beard is teaching Wednesday, 
January 31 at 7:00 p.m. Come 
learn about being born again, the 
purpose of good works, and Lord-
ship Salvation. Join us for a hot 
cup of coffee, some cookies, and a 
great discussion.
The Great Awakenings of the 
Americsas meets on Wednesday 
from 7:00–8:00 p.m. in room 1414. 
Donald Goertzen is the teacher. 
Everyone high school age and 
older is welcome. Cookies and cof-
fee top off the evening.
New Class: How did we get the 
Old Testament? will meet on 
Wednesdays, beginning Febru-
ary 7 at 7:00 p.m. Tom Price is the 
teacher and he will continue with 
where we got our New Testament, 
the gospels, the Book of Acts, 
and the rest of the New Testament 
(except Revelation).
Boys of Faith Riflery Clinic will 
be held Saturday, February 3, from 
9:00 a.m. to noon. This is open to 
all 8–13-year-old boys and girls.
Titus Tuesday. Join us Tuesday 
at 9:00 a.m. for an encouraging 
morning with other ladies. Sheila 
Abresch will be teaching, Praying 
For Those Who Suffer. Discussion 
group to follow. Child care provided.
Event Kitchen. If you have an 
upcoming event that involves 
the new Event Kitchen, contact 
Rachel Gould at church, 402-483-
4541. She will reserve it for your 
group and give you an Event Sheet, 

which will help with the plan-
ning. Questions to Merrily Bailey 
402-730-7617.  
Cleaners Needed. If you’d like 
to vacuum a section of the church 
once every five weeks, contact 
Tami Coffin, 402-366-3490.
Hospitalizations. Please call the 
church, 402-483-4541, and notify 
Pastor Aaron Nicholson or Curt 
Kuster of hospitalizations and births.
Hospitality Ministry needs one 
door greeter to welcome people 
at the southwest doors on Sunday 
mornings from 8:30–9:00 a.m. 
Each greeter is on rotation of one 
month per quarter and would serve 
four months out of the year. Please 
let Brian Willet (brian.willet@out-
look.com) know if you’re interested.
Weddings & Funerals. Please call 
the church, 402-483-4541, and ask 
for Pastor Duane Nelsen or Pastor 
Aaron Nicholson for wedding and 
funeral arrangements.
If you know of someone who 
would benefit spiritually from a 
regular visit or if you’d like to get 
involved visiting the sick through 
the Visitation Ministry, please talk 
to Curt Kuster or Aaron Nichol-
son, 402-483-4541.
Nursing Home Door-to-Door 
Evangelism. If you’d like to help, 
call Adam Flaugh, 402-310-2070.
Nursery Workers are needed for 
the second hour. Please contact 
Cheryl Slade, 402-770-3055, if you 
would like to help.
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This Week’s Events
Sunday 

Sunday Night Church 6:00 p.m. 
Boys of Faith 6:00 p.m.
Girls of Grace 6:00 p.m.
Sonshine Kids 6:30 p.m. 

 
Monday 

Sisters 6:00 p.m.
Pickleball 6:45–9:00 p.m.

Tuesday 
Titus Tuesday 9:00 a.m.

Wednesday
Girls’ Choir 5:00 p.m.

Praise Team, Band 6:00 p.m.
Orchestra 6:00 p.m.

Awana 6:45 p.m.
Choir 7:00 p.m.

Junior High Study 7:00 p.m.
Issues . . . World 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday Night Study 7:00 p.m.

Thursday
Alpha Omega Study 7:00 p.m.

Saturday 
Hospitality Meeting 9:00 a.m. 
Boys of Faith Riflery Clinic 

9:00 a.m.–noon
 

Future Events
February 9 

Girls of Grace 
Daddy Daughter Date Night

February 10 
Derby Workshop

February 16, 17 
Men’s Seminar

February 23, 24 
Ladies Retreat

March 3 
Pinewood Derby

March 30 
Good Friday Service 

Communion

April 1 
Resurrection Sunday

April 7 
Dodgeball Tourney 
9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m.

April 8 
Dessert Social

April 10 
Intermission 6:15 p.m.

April 22 
Girls’ Choir Concert 2:00 p.m.

April 27–29 
Boys of Faith Spring Campout

May  13 
Boys of Faith Last Night Cookout

June 25–29 
Vacation Bible School
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